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Literary Theory in the New Media Era
LI Maozeng

( School of Humanities, Guangzhou University, Guangzhou, Guangdong 510006, China)

Abstract: The current discussion on the teaching of literary theory in the context of new media is mainly car—

ried out at the technical level, which has obviously missed the point, because the influence of new media on litera—

ture is by no means like that of a simple tool or carrier. Instead, it is directly related to the fundamental problem of

literature. New media literature is such a brand-new literary style that the existing literary theories are unable to ef-

fectively explain it. The prejudice against and misunderstanding of new media literature reflect the deep crisis of lit—

erary theory. In order to recover the status of literature and art discipline as a "meta-discipline” relative to other lit—

erary disciplines, it is necessary to redefine literature based on the reality of current new media literature and to

construct a historical and anti-essentialist literary theory.

Key words: new media; literary theory; new liberal arts
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