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Literature Is for Conveying Truth: The Cultural Logic of the CPC’s View of

Literature and Art

Hao Shucui  Jiang Yi
(The School of Marxism, Shandong University, Jinan 250100, P.R.China)

Abstract: “Literature is for conveying truth” (wen yi zai dao) is one of the most representative
traditional Chinese views of literature and art. It advocates the primary approach of emphasizing the
social value and political orientation of literature and art, and ultimately achieving the unity of
aesthetics and morality. While the traditional Chinese view of literature and art emphasizes that
“literature should be beneficial to the nation”, the Marxist theory of art and literature attaches great
importance to the social function of literature and art. Since the founding of the Communist Party of
China (CPC), Marxism is CPC’s guiding ideology. By literary and artistic practices, the traditional
Chinese view of literature and art is integrated with Marxism view on literature and art so that the
former is given the distinct value of the times. CPC attaches great importance to the social role of
literature and art, affirms the interaction between the political and aesthetic orientation of literature
and art. and advocates the real social functions of literature and art. It is because of the CPC’s
recognition of the fact that “literature is for conveying truth”. In order to realize the interaction,
based the historical materialism, Confucianism’s emphasis on social politics and Taoism’s emphasis
on natural laws are harmoniously integrated, thus the CPC further expands the historical dimension
of “literature” and “truth”. Adhering to the people-centered philosophy, the CPC has clarified the
realistic requirements of “literature is for conveying truth” as people’s everyday life. In this way, the
concept is better theorized with realistic concerns. The sensational limitations of the “individual self”
is eliminated and embracing the “great self” full of revolutionary romanticism, people are inspired to
devote themselves to the great practice of socialism. It further elaborates the emotional dimension of
“literature is for conveying truth”. In the new era, the theory of literature and art, which constantly
promotes in the “two integrations” , upholds the “people-centered orientation in creation” and
embodies the distinctive theoretical character Marxism, “a people’s theory”, and distinctive feature
of people-oriented philosophy in Chinese culture. It is also committed to enhancing the spiritual
strength of the people and inspiring their faith and ability to strive for goodness and a better life; it
strives to build a symbolic system of Chinese literature and art and it makes literature and art more
culturally recognizable by means of national characteristics so as to elevate the traditional Chinese
heritage of literature and art to a new historical height. The development of the CPC’s outlook on
literature and art, “literature is for telling the truth”, has demonstrated the capability of literature and
art in creating a new brilliance of socialist culture and making all-around progress in Chinese
modernization.

Keywords: The CPC’ s view of literature and art; “Literature is for conveying truth” ; Creative

transformation and innovative development; Theory of literature and art in the new era
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